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ones,”’ followed the timbers in the water, having, in
a spirit of penance, chosen this severest part of the
labor. Their health was much affected thereby;
and, above all, they had to make great efforts in
order to drag the timbers out of the water. But, as
the enterprise was done in order to honor God and
in a spirit of christian faith, every one was content
with all that might befall her. We are accustomed
to note great joy in this mission when public works
thus occur which are for the honor of God, or for the
service of the poor or the sick.

One cannot doubt that this manner of living on
the part of some of the savages has brought many
blessings from God upon the mission. Among these
I reckon the precious deaths of some persons—as
that of a young girl of ten years named Catherine
QOuannonhwe, whose deeds have been recorded. The
way in which the savages die in the mission is so
consoling that no one fears either death or disease.
The sick person himself anticipates those who are
about him, and often prays to be told the hour of his
death; they fear lest one impose upon them, and
hide from them this news which makes people in
general tremble. They bestir themselves to receive
extreme unction before they lose the use of their
senses. God is so wonderful and so liberal toward
these new christians that he gives to some pre-
sentiments of their impending death; and some have
been found who foretold the time of their death at a
specified moment. God often preserves their reason
and speech until even their last breath; there are
some who have given up the ghost a moment after
reciting the angelus aloud,—saying their last fare-
well just as when one is about to go on some journey.
There are some who died while praying and on their



